ORION
 2679
 ORLEANS
 
ing a mortal. One day Apollo taunted Diana
about her skill with the bow and arrow, and
declared that she was not able to strike a cer-
tain dark object on the surface of the ocean,
which he pointed out to her. Diana shot and
struck the object, totally unaware that it
was the head of her favorite, Orion, who was
bathing in the sea. Inconsolable for his death,
she placed him with his dog Sirius in the sky,
as the constellation which still bears his
name. See orion.
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ORION
ORION, the most brilliant of the constel-
lations. It is on the celestial equator, south-
east of Taurus. By
the ancients this con-
stellation was repre-
sented by the figure
of a man with a
sword at his side.
The belt is formed by
three stars of the
second magnitude,
and below them are
three other stars, in
the midst of which
occurs a hazy spot.
This is not a star, but
a great nebula, which through the telescope
is a magnificent object. The red star which
marks the right shoulder of Orion is Betel-
geux and the blue star at his left foot is
Rigel. Both are of first magnitude. Other
stars mark the right shoulder and head.
ORKNEY, awrk'ni, ISLANDS, a group of
islands off the north coast of Scotland, from
which they are separated by Pentland Firth,
a channel four miles wide. Thirty of the
sixty-seven islands of the group are inhab-
ited. Pomona, or Mainland, is the largest;
others are South Ronaldshay, Hoy, Westray,
Rousay, Stronsay, Sanday and Shapinshay.
Excepting Hoy, none of the islands has hills
of any great height. There are no large
streams, but there are many lakes and
springs. The air is moist, but the climate is
remarkably mild in winter. The chief crops
are oats, turnips, potatoes and barley. Cat-
tle, sheep and poultry are raised, and fishing
is an important industry.
It is probable that the Picts originally
possessed the Orkney Islands, but in the
eighth century, and subsequently, they were
occupied by the Northmen. In the ninth
century Harold Haarfagr attached them to
Norway, and for several centuries they were
governed by rulers called jarls, who some-
 times owed allegiance to Norway, sometimes
to Scotland. About the middle of the thir-
teenth century they were transferred to Alex-
ander, king of Scotland, but the Norwegians
continued to assert their sovereignty. James
III of Scotland received the islands as a
dowry with Margaret of Norway in 1468, and
from that time they have belonged to Scot-
land. They constitute a Scottish county, of
which Kirkwall is the capital and largest
town. Population, about 26,000.
ORLEANS, ohrlaaliN', a French royal
family, two houses of which have occupied
the throne of France. On the death of
Charles VIII without issue, in 1498, Louis,
duke of Orleans, great grandson of their
common ancestor Charles Y, and grandson of
the first duke of Orleans, ascended the throne
under the title of Louis XII. Henry III,
who died in 1589, was the last sovereign of
this house, or the Yalois-Orleans branch,
For the House of Bourbon-Orleans, see
bourbon.
ORLEANS, france, about seventy-five
miles southwest of Paris, on the Loire. It is
intimately associated with the life of Joan of
Arc (Maid of Orleans), who as leader of the
French army in 1428 compelled the English
to raise the siege of the city. An equestrian
statue of the heroine stands in the middle of
the principal square. The house she occupied
is still standing, and has been converted into
a museum of her relics. Among the interest-
ing features of the city are the Gothic Cathe-
dral of Sainte Croix, a Palace of Justice and
two town halls.
Orleans is the capital of the Department
of Loiret. Less important as a manufactur-
ing center than formerly, it still has woolen,
pottery and candy factories. It was built on
the site of an ancient Gallic town which was
destroyed by Caesar. It was a place of im-
portance under the Merovingian kings and
under the early kings of France. It was
taken and retaken more than once in 1870
during the Franco-German War. Popula-
tion, 73,000.
ORLEANS, lotus philippe joseph,
Duke of (1747-1793), called Philippe Ega-
lite. In 1769 he married a rich woman, and
bought popularity which rendered him ob-
noxious to the court. He was exiled in 1771
for his opposition to Maupeou, but returned
in 1774. In the Assembly of Notables he
showed himself hostile to the king and was
sent to "England, ostensibly on a diplomatic

